	“Only God”
	Jesus is the God-Man
Council of Chalcedon (451): “…our Lord Jesus Christ: the same perfect in divinity and perfect in humanity, the same truly God and truly man, composed of rational soul and body; consubstantial with the Father as to his divinity and consubstantial with us as to his humanity…. He was begotten from the Father before all ages as to his divinity and in these last days, for us and for our salvation, was born as to his humanity of the virgin Mary, the Mother of God. …two natures without confusion, change, division, or separation.”
	“Only Man”

	Greek Heresy

· The Greek mind, disliked the physical flesh. (See N. T. Wright’s The Resurrection of the Son of God”.) The Stoic, was someone who could control his passions. Prudence, one of the four Greek virtues, meant that you did nothing in excess.
· Created an early Christian heretical sect called Gnosticism and Docetism. Dokeo is the Greek word for “seem”. Jesus only seemed to be a man. Gnosticism, like neo-Platonism, had an inner circle of initiates who ascended to the divine.
	Fully God

· I John and Colossians are written to fight  the Greek heresy.

· The early church shook off 2nd century Gnosticism, but the Stoic/Gnostic mind so dominated ancient Roman culture, that the church, to this day, bears the imprint of Gnosticism in how it views Jesus. Serious study of what Jesus is like as a person is reserved for children’s Sunday School. We look at Jesus through a moral and theological lens, but not a personal ones. Thus, there are virtually no systematic studies of what Jesus is like as a person. Timothy George noted that Calvin “minimized the importance of Christ’s bodily presence during his earthly ministry” (Theology of the Reformers, p. 219).
	Fully Man
· Hebrews and Galatians are written to fight the Jewish heresy. 
· Because of its roots in Judaism, Ebionites and their attendant legalism was initially the most dangerous heresy. With the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D., the Jewish heresy was soundly defeated within Christianity, although it has found a rebirth in modern liberalism. 
	Jewish Heresy
· The Jewish mind believed in the goodness of created matter. The Fall happened after Creation. Matter is not in inherently evil. They affirmed the importance of a physical Messiah, but couldn’t allow that he was God. God is one.
· Created an early Christian heretical sect called Ebionitism which affirmed Jesus’ physical manhood and believed he was the Messiah, but denied his divinity. 

· Mohammed’s wife’s cousin, Waraka, the Ebionite Bishop in Mecca, discipled Mohammed. Islam is Ebionitism simplified plus Mohammed. 


